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About

the Palestinian Animal League

Helping Animals, Empowering People
The Palestinian Animal League is the only organization that works in the field of animal protection in
the Occupied Palestinian Territories. PAL was founded in 2011 by a group of young people when they
took notice of the consequences of the Israeli Occupation on the Palestinian children. Growing up in
a violent environment caused by the occupation has led the children and young people to practice
different types of violence upon each other and upon animals as well, as a way of releasing feelings
of stress, fear and anger. In an attempt to break this circle of violence and negativity, and as a way of
controlling this collective behavior, our team started to teach young people about animals and human
rights values.
The organization’s work continues to focus on teaching children and empowering them alongside handling the different obstacles and challenges that face the issues of humane treatment of the animals in
the Palestinian society.
The Palestinian Animal League not only works with a driven specialized team of volunteers but also
with locals and children in order to both involve them in the learning process of treating animals in a
humane way and empower them at the same time realizing the organization’s main goal in achieving
justice among the people and the animals where these both domains are related and important. Thus,
working closely with non-governmental organizations has made it easier to achieve our long-term
goals through the educational programs that we offer for children and students. Also, we have put together awareness programs for the Palestinian children in different refugee camps and summer camps
as well. Not to mention the adventurous field trips we provide for young people in order for them to get
enlightened more about the local environment.
The enthusiastic work and commitment of PAL, has encouraged more of the Palestinian youth to volunteer and have their role in supporting PAL and the community.
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Current Projects of PAL:

Youth for Change

Youth for Change is a program that aims to integrate the youth in the public life and to encourage their
civil participation towards their society. This project supports and believes in the youth’s creative abilities that could positively impact and change the society in general. PAL supports and helps these young
minds to think and implement their ideas in the society. In the course of two years, 2015-2016, this
program has benefited about 600 children from all the Palestinian provinces alongside 40 university
students from different universities across Palestine such as Al-Quds University, Birzeit University, Bethlehem University and Al-Najah National University.

Human Treatment of Working Animals

The Palestinian Animals League finished the first phase of the “Sharing the Burden” project that was
funded by a generous act from the international animal welfare charity “The Brooke”. There were substantial impacts on the lives of working animals in Tulkarm, Turmus Aya and Wadi Qult. PAL is working
vigorously with a team of talented veterinarians to put together a guide concerning the humane and
moral treatment of working animals, and the guide is also funded by The Brooke’s under the title “Sharing the Burden 2”.

TNVR Program

The Trap, Neuter, Vaccinate and Release scheme was funded by Dog Trust. TNVR was launched in the
City of Tulkarm in cooperation with the province of Tulkarm and its municipality. It was executed by students of the Vet School in Al-Najah National University. The experimental stage was a big success where
195 dogs were spayed and vaccinated. Also, the university’s vet school is still offering its services for the
pets. Currently, we are aiming to get hold of one of the international organizations’ funding in order to
continue with this project and transfer this experience to other cities in Palestine.
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Sudfeh

Sudfeh is not only the first vegan cafeteria to open in Palestine but also the first to open across the
Arab countries that serves meat-free food. It was founded in October of 2016 on the campus of Al-Quds
University. Sudfeh offers about 13,000 of Al-Quds University students the opportunity of having healthy
meals with fair prices.
Sudfeh is a non-profit cafeteria. Its profits are divided between financially supporting and helping students that suffer of unfortunate economic situations and the other half is used to support youth and
social programs in PAL’s scope of work.

Veganism and Human Treatment of Animals in the Palestinian Society

PAL is currently working on a scientific research that works on detecting the prevalence of veganism
in Palestine and its popularity in region. Moreover, the research will study the extent of interest in the
Animals welfare and humanely treating them. 500 questioners will be distributed in three universities
as a sample for the research. The study will expectedly be published in May 2017. This study will help
PAL to recognize the next step for the scope of work.

Animals Welfare Law

Currently, animal’s welfare is not included in the Palestinian Law. PAL has prepared a project proposal
in cooperation with Birzeit University’s legal institute to issue a draft of a detailed legislative act about
animal’s welfare in Palestine, in cooperation with the Ministry of Agriculture.
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PAL’s Highlights of 2016
A trip introducing PAL and its work and activities in Poland, France, Italy and Switzerland.
Participating in the international rally for Animals welfare in Luxemburg.
A team of Youth for Change took a trip to Britain to introduce PAL’s experience and transfer it to the
British university students.
A trip introducing PAL’s work and projects in Spain.
More than 80 volunteers were trained through the Youth for Change program on how to treat animals
humanely and on summer camps administration.
More than 400 child participated in the Youth for Change program- they implemented more than 18
community initiative concerning the environment and animals welfare.
Hundreds of Palestinian families attended and took part in awareness campaigns about animals in the
West Bank.
More than 3000 signatures were collected in opposition of exportation dogs for purposes of the Israeli
military from Holland. The signatures were transferred to the Dutch government with the help of Al-Haq
organization.
195 stray dogs were spayed and vaccinated in Tulkarm.
Collaboration between working animals owners in Tulkarm. Also, the conditions of life for many working animals were improved in Turmus Aya and Wadi Qult.
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